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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To determine the status of 
external contacts upon the application of power, without 
the need for a keep relay in the I/O unit that makes 
communication with a numerical controller and controls 
the status of the external contacts of a relay or the like 
according to a command from the numerical controller. 
SOLUTION: This I/O unit is provided with an initial 
status decision circuit 4 that determines an initial status 
of external contacts and with a signal changeover circuit 
5 that receives a signal from a communication circuit 1 
and a signal from the initial status decision circuit 4, 
gives the signal from the initial status decision circuit 4 
until the communication with a numerical controller is 
established immediately after the application of power, 
and gives the signal from the communication circuit 1 
after the communication with the numerical controller is 
established to an output circuit 2. Thus, a status of the 
external contacts upon the application of power is set to 
a safer state without the need for a keep relay. 
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